(518) 473-9324

MARK J.F. SCHROEDER
Commissioner

March 2, 2020
Dear Members of New York’s Traffic Safety Community:
The Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) is again pleased to announce this year’s grant opportunities. I
encourage you to develop innovative programs in your communities to help us dramatically reduce the number of
fatalities and injuries on our roadways. I look forward to working with you and your colleagues as we strive to
enhance the safety of motorists on our roadways and provide quality customer service to our shared constituency.
Traffic safety initiatives undertaken at the local level and funded by GTSC grants have supported our efforts to
reduce all types of crashes including those related to speed, impairment, motorcycles, occupant protection,
bicyclists, pedestrians, and commercial motor vehicles. The implementation of programs that educate the public
on the dangers of drowsy, impaired, distracted, and aggressive driving and the enforcement of these traffic safety
laws continue to make New York a national leader in highway safety.
Our consistent success in New York State can be largely attributed to the innovative and data driven programs
that our grantees implement each year and from the partnerships we have formed among local, state and federal
partners. We, at the GTSC, do not take these relationships for granted and are thankful to all our partners who
work tirelessly each day to drive fatality, crash and injury rates down.
While it is still too early to release final motor vehicle fatality and serious injury data for 2019 in New York State,
I am pleased to report that the preliminary data are showing a continued downward trend from 2018. This is a
testament to the hard work being done every day by our grantees in New York State.
As you prepare to write your grant applications, please keep in mind that speed, impairment and a lack of seat belt
use continue to lead the way in terms of contributing factors in crashes and that roadway users outside of vehicles
(pedestrians, bicyclists, etc.) account for an increasing share of roadway fatalities. These non-motorist crashes
represent 34% of total crashes in 2018 according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) whereas that percentage was 20% in the year 2000.
Your sustained efforts and dedication to highway safety are to be commended and recognized for the valuable
contribution made toward making New York a safe state in which to live, work and travel. Together, we will
maintain our strong commitment to making our state’s roadways safer for all.
Please see the attached grant application information. Applications are due by 11:59 pm on May 1, 2020. Please
contact your GTSC Highway Safety Program Representative at (518) 474-5111 if you have any questions. Thank
you for your continued support and commitment to highway safety for all.
Sincerely,

Mark J.F. Schroeder
Chair, Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee and
Commissioner, NYS Department of Motor Vehicles
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The Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee administers highway safety grant funding in accordance with 23 CFR Part 1300 Uniform Procedures for State Highway
Safety Programs and 2 CFR Part 200 Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards and according to the guidelines published by the GTSC in the structured applications and the Guide to Preparing a Highway Safety Program applications. Grants are revisewed for approval
based on the criteria stated on the application. In general, the review is based in part on past performance, agreement to perform requested activities, significance
of problem identified, and rationale of proposed solution.

